The idea behind the Festival
Ibsen is known as a famous playwright and as the father of modern drama. In addition, Ibsen's work inspires to a critical social dialogue on a number of issues. Since there is limited knowledge about Norway in India, but a considerable knowledge about Ibsen, the Embassy assumes that Ibsen is a relevant point of departure for a fruitful Indian-Norwegian collaboration in a broader sense than drama/theatre. 

 

Also, seen from a public diplomacy perspective, one annual cultural event that can develop over time and repeated is a good tool for leaving a (relevant) 'Norwegian foot-print' in India. 

 

The Festival's overall objective:
To establish a platform for promoting long term institutional artistic and academic cooperation and dialogue in the areas of literature, performing arts as well as social- and political issues.  

The purpose of making it an annual event is both to ensure the building up of lasting ties and collaboration, and to create a quality event that, over time, will be visible and recognised by the target groups to be of a certain importance on the Delhi/Indian cultural and academic calendar. Further, this will enable the concept of the events to develop into an interesting chain of events. Also, an annual Ibsen event will serve as a key event for the Embassy’s public diplomacy strategy.

Key out-puts for 2008: 
 
· Staging of three Ibsen plays in December in Delhi (8th, 9th and 10th December)
· Seminars to be held between Master students from University of Oslo and Indian scholars/dramatists and Ibsen-experts from both countries (Academia and theatre/drama circles) 

· Semi-informal meetings/workshops to be held with participants from the Academia and the Arts. 

· A publication to be produced on the process – new methods of producing plays 

· A review forum (summing up) to be held at the end of the year reflecting on choices that were made, lessons learnt etc. 

· Contemporary Norwegian authors to be invited in collaboration with Sahitya Akademi to speak on topics in Ibsen’s spirit. 

Target groups

Experts and scholars within the mentioned areas, students and the general public. Each event shall have a clearly defined target group. 

Outsource the handling of the event

In order to achieve these goals, the Embassy has outsourced the handling and co-ordination, the networking, subcontracting, monitoring etc. to DADA (See article above). 

Partnership

The Centre for Ibsen Studies in Oslo has shown great interest in being a part of the project.  The Centre wishes to share Norway's Ibsen expertise with India. Prof. Vigdis Ystad, Centre for Ibsen Studies (CFIS), University of Oslo, who contributed to Nora’s Sisters in Pune 2008, is one such Norwegian expert. Prof. Nilu Kamaluddin, from the same institution, holds a valuable long term experience from working with Ibsen in Asia. CFIS shall participate in the process by sending Ibsen-students from Norway to India to create a kick-off conference in Delhi and to link up to relevant research in the field. 

 

Ms. Inger Buresund from the Annual International Ibsen Award is already in dialogue with the main partners for 2008 mentioned above. 

Norla will be consulted on issues and advice on key persons/experts in the field of literature and Ibsen.

Sahitya Akademi and other relevant Indian institutions will be invited to link up to the activities.

All names and contacts of the Embassy’s Indian partners during the International Ibsen Year 2006 (with events stretching into 2007) have been shared with DADA.

The project shall include a small group of experts/advisory to assist the co-ordinator. The aim is to include people who are the most outstanding experts in their fields. The group of experts shall reflect the project’s main target groups and their fields of expertise. The aim is to anchor the project locally to ensure its quality and relevance.

 

Contacts
Indian and Norwegian partners with queries to the Festival should contact Mr. Nissar Allana directly or Centre for Ibsen Studies, University of Oslo (Norwegian partners).
Read more:

www.hf.uio.no/ibsensenteret/

www.norla.no
                                   

                       

 

 

